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Alxwick, in NORTHUMBERLAND, 


Fg Auguſt 5, 1765. 
Dear SIR, 


FR 


rious in the North, In compliance with your 
queſt, I ſhall at preſent attempt a deſcription of 
ne of the beautiful Rides we have from this Caſtle ;, 
ad ſhall the rather ſelect the following, as it pre- 


South of England, and alſo as the whole extent of it 
ies within one of the ancient Parks belonging to this 
Treat Barony, called HuLtnz or HoLINE Park. 


In a right line from the great Gate of ALywick- 
ASTLE, a wide handſome road leads to a beau- 
ful Gothic Gateway; which repreſenting, as it 
ere, an outwork from the Caſtle, is with great 
ropriety ornamented with Battlements and a Port- 
lis. N A 
Hence between borders of flowering ſhrubs, and 
"ung plantations of beautiful foreſt trees, the path 
nds down a ſteep romantic Hill; at the bottom 
f which we croſs a Rivulet, and turning to the 


ETTER TO TRR Rev. Ma. L* 


I parting you deſired I would ſometimes write 
to you, and deſcribe whatever I ſaw moſt cu- 


-nts views ſo different from what we have in the 


fr deſcend into a deep ſequeſtered Valley. Here | 
| we 


1 


we paſs under a high Cliff, with over-hanging trees, 
watered at the foot by a clear running Brook, which 
after a ſhower affords one or two very fine Water- 


Falls. 


FROM this Valley we W to aſcend ſome wild 
ſwelling Slopes; whence the eye is thrown to the left 
over a rough uncultivated Scene, all broken into hill 
Paſſing on, we croſs thro' two Gates and 
a little 


and dale. 


enter upon another ſcene of Heath Ground : 
narrow Valley full of young trees lying to * right; 


a ſmall fell of planted Ground to the left. 


Tux croſſing over ſome corn: fields and upland 
paſtures, thro* which the path very agreeably winds 
with a gentle aſcent, we begin to gain a fine extenſive 
proſpect towards the eaſt, terminated by the Sea. In 
the middle of this beautiful landſcape we have a very 
pleaſing view of ALnwick CasTLE, ſtanding on an 
Eminence, the foot of which is waſhed by the River 
And as we continue to aſcend the Hill, the 
ſwelling Towers of that noble edifice, ſeen at a dil- 


Aint. 


tance, make a * ſtriking and pictureſque appear 


* * ance. 


 PrRoctepinG on, we aſcend ſome 1 Heath 
Grounds, and afterwards enter young plantations of Fir- 
trees, till by degrees the vaſt Swellings of Cuivior be- 
gin to appear towards the weſt, and at length emerge 
from behind the interpoſing hills, preſenting an immenſe 
group of pyramidal Mountains, the higheſt tops o 
which are, for the moſt part, covered with the clouds. 

Tus are ſeen at a great diſtance to the left; near 


E at ou. to the right, the eye is charmed with the 


| Gght 


rere 


EY? 1 | 
ſight of a fine circular Hill we are about to aſcend, 
clothed to its very ſummit with thriving plantations | 


of young trees of various ſorts and forms. This may 


be termed the Flowery Head of CarmEr ; as this 
Hill“ may with great propriety be called, for a rea- 
ſon that will be given below. 

ProcttpiNnG on, a path to the right leads to a rude 
Cave amid the Cliffs of the Rocks, which is to be adorn- 
ed with the Statue of a Hermit, not ill · adapted to the 
retired ſituation of this fine romantic ſolitude. 

Tur former path being reſumed, winds for a quar- 
ter of a mile round the Edge of a moſt aſtoniſhing 


Precipice, which from a vaſt height, preſents a noble 


wild proſpe& of wide extent, and at an amazing 
depth below the Path from which it is ſeen. The 
firſt obje& the eye looks down upon at the foot of 


the mountain, is the River ALNE, winding in the 


moſt beautiful- and whimſical irregularities. This 
is to be received into a large Lake on the right, which 
will cover 200 acres of ground. On a little Hill 
on its margin, are ſeen, as in a picture held far below 
the eye, the fine Remains of Hul x ABBEY: more 
to the left are little Swellings, the hollows of which 


IJ are fringed with a chain of ſmall rough Thickets. 
Beyond theſe riſes a vaſt extent of wild naked Plains, 


with here and there a ſingle Farm or Plantation ſcat- 
tered like ſolitary iſlands in a wide unbounded ocean. 


Over theſe the eye gradually riſes to where the vaſt 


Mountains of Cnivior erect their huge conic heads; 


between 
5 = Called by the Country People Bzx15LEY Hill, 


s but faintly deſcribed above. Thoſe rude Mountains F 


(6 ] 
between the openings of which, the ſight gains 3 Ndiſt 
glimpſe of the {till more diſtant blue Hills of T1v1or- Emil 
DALE in Scotland. The top of Chiviot is diſtant more IOn 
than twenty miles : the Hills in Tiviotdale near fory 
or fifty. _ 

Toxnino off from the Edge of this high natural 
Terrace, we crols a little level Plain, and then gain 
the higheſt point of this Britiſh Carmel. Elevated as Nclot 
its lofty ſummit is, it is all clothed with young Plan- Nati 
rations of evergreen and foreſt Trees, with ſpacious I 
Avenues left for the paſſage of Wheel - Carriages, 
which eaſily aſcend to its topmoſt point. Here in a 
little Plain, ſurrounded by a Circus of young Trees, 
is to be erected a noble Tower fifty feet high: which r 
will command an aſtoniſhing extent and variety of Þ £ 
proſpect. Here we ſec, as in one general map, what fre: 
we have hitherto admired in detached parts. 

To the Weſt we have ſtill a more extenſive view 
of that amazing wild Proſpect towards Chiviot, which 


now appear finely contraſted with a great Variety of | 
Hills and Slopes to the North, which: are cultivated 
up to their very ſummits. — To the Eaſt are fine green 
Vales, in the midſt of which the Town of Al Nwick, 
"overlooked by the Caſtle, hath a moſt pictureſque 
appearance: below it, the River Alx is ſeen beautifully 
winding towards the Sea. But above all the Sx A itſelf 

' moſt nobly terminates this great proſpect to the Eaſt and fr 
South, and extends itſelf all along the Coaſt down from 
beyond the Fax IsLAups to the north; yet not ſo fn 
| diſtant 


| 


LT 
diſtant but that the Shipping may be'plainly ſeen may 
miles from the land, and affords a fine moving picture: 
On the margin of the Sea the Ruins of DunsTanBur GH» 
CaSTLE, and the little Port of Alx EMoun, are two of 
the moſt ſtriking objects. — To the South - weſt a wild 
rude Moor, part of the ancient Foreſt of Havpox, riſes 
lll higher than the Mountain on which we ſtand ; yet 
lothed. on one ſide to its very top with infant plan- 
ations which are at preſent ſtruggling with the incle- 
mencies of its fituation, but promiſe fair to furmount 
hem. And here and there are interſperſed ſome of 
hoſe rude Pyramids of Stone erected in ancient times 
or Land-marks, and called by the inhabitants Calaxs | 
r KfV. } - 
And now the eye being fully glutted with theſe 
reat and wild views of natute, we deſcend from this 
minence in order. to contemplate other Scenes more 
onfined and more cultivated. For winding down to 
he bottom of the Mountain, we croſs the River, and 
nd that Hul Abbey, which before appeared fo low 
eneath our feet, is really ſituated on a Hill of no ins 
onſiderable height, to which we 3 _—_— froni 
zen ne River. | 

k, | Horx ApBeEy was ts firſt Monaſtery of Cans 
ue ert E Friars in theſe Kingdoms. The account of its 
ly Foundation is thus given by ancient Writers, Among 
Britiſh Barons, who went to the Holy Wars in the 


f Alnwick, and RichA RD GRav, two eminent Chief 
ſo ſins in the chriſtian army. Led by curioſity or devotion, 
ant ey went to viſit the Monks of MounT CaRMEL, and 
| there 


eignof King Henry III. were WILLIAM pt Vescy, Lord 


80 conſequence of a vow had afterwards taken upon hin 


return, Freſborn, mindful of their engagement, bes; 


© <'MavunpREL's Travels,” will find that the Draugh 


woas buried in this Monaſtery about the year 1274. 


2s allo from Dugdale's Baronage, vol. i. p. 93 763. 


N | 
chere unexpectedly found a countryman of their own 


one Ratyn FxESBORNVa Northumberland man, wh 
bad diſtinguiſhed himſelf in a former Cruſade, and i 


the. monaſtic profeſſion in that ſolitude. When Veſcy and 
- Gray returned to England they ſtrongly importuned the 
Superior of the Carmelites to let their countryman ac 
company them home: which was at length granted 
upon condition that they would found a Monaſte 

for Carmelites in their own country. Soon after thei 


to look out for a place for their Convent. Aſtet 
- examining all the circumjacent ſolitudes he at lengt 
fixed on the preſent ſpot, induced, it is ſaid, by the 
great reſemblance which the adjoining Hill bore tc 
© Mount Carmer : And indeed whoever looks inte 


of that Mountain given in his Book bears a ſtrong. p. 
- Ikeneſs to this before us. 

Tux above WiLL1am pt Vescy * gave a Grant 0 
the Ground, conſiſting of 12 or 13 acres in his Park o 
Horx, but Fx ks BORN is ſaid to have erected the 
Buildings himſelf. The Foundation was laid about A. D 
1240, and Freſborn gathering a proper number of Mon: 
became the firſt Abbot of the Order, and having preſide 
here with great reputation of ſanctity, at length died, an 


TRI 


„Not his ſon Joux, as it is in Leland, Bale, be. This appen' 
from the Original Charters, of which I have ſeen Extracts in MS 


a Aa 1M Aa .za4 A©© r--4 


| 


5 191 
Tuis Grant of William de Veſcy was av con- 
firmed and enlarged with new privileges by his Sons 
john and William; and when in the beginning of the 
next century their Barony came into the poſſeſſion of 
the Pex cy Family, their Charters were confirmed by the 
Wucceſſive Lord Percits of ALnwick, ſome of whom 
Wave additional marks of their favour to this Abbey, 
33 appears by their Charters of 1310 and 1334. 

Ar length Hexzy Percy, fourth Earl of Nox THUM- 
Neersraxpd, built in it a fine Tower as a place of refuge 
Wor the Monks to retire to, in times of danger. For 
in the ſudden irruptions of the Borderers of both 
Nations, theſe rude men ſpared no places or perſons 
"S" Ybowever ſacred, but laid all waſte with fire and ſword. 

Tuis Tower having been preſerved more intire than 
any other part of the Abbey, has been lately repair- 
ed by the preſent noble Poſſeſſors, who are fitting it 
ug up in the old Gothic Style, and have ſhown an admi- 
fable taſte both in the choice and adaptation of the 
ornaments. Near it, in ancient Engliſh,.is this curious 


INSCRIPTION. 


In the year of cri Ibu M CCCC III vm 
This tower was bilded by Sir henr Percy 
The fourth Erle of Northuberlad of gret hon” worth _ 
That eſpouſed Maud y* good lady full of virtue and bewt” 
Daught* to sr willa? harb'rt right noble and Hardy © 
Erle of Pembroch whos Coulis god ſave — 2 
And with his grace colarve y* dilder ol a are tower <> 1 


Drsckxp- 


b 01 
Dnenttdins: from theſe venerable Ruins we wind 
along a' fine romantic Valley, with hanging Woods 
| to the left, and the River Arne to the right, beyond 

which riſes a rough Hill covered with ſmall Thickets. 
The River here accompanies the path for near two 
miles, ſometimes approaching near to the Wood, at 
ather times receding from it; one while gliding along 
In a ſmooth Canal of clear water, at other times foam- 


13 ing down among Craggs and interpoſing Stones. 


Ax firſt we paſs cloſe under a fine impending 
Wood; whence emerging we enter à green ſpacious 
Meadow, here. and there interſperſed wich trees. This 
is agreeably contraſted with a large ſucceeding Shrub- 
| bery, in the midſt of which riſes a fine Chalybeat 
Spring, - that will probably be diftinguiſhed by a little 


7 overhanging Grotto. Paſſing the Shrubbery, which 


alſo affords a large nurſery for future plantations, we 
ford the River, and travel round another beautiful 

Meadow, from the center of which the eye is carried, 

to the right; over a ſucceſſion of fine ſwelling Slopes, 

till it reſts on the top of Carmet. Soon after a very 
pleaſing Landſcape is ſeen to the left thro! an opening 
in the Trees that hang over the River. 

Now we enter ſome beautiful Plantations, which by a 
gentle riſe and fall in the ground, afford a great variety 
of pleaſing Scenes in beautiful ſucceſſion, till at length 
Alxwiex CasTLE begins to emerge from among the 

trees, and preſents itfelf to the eye more than once in 


this concluſion of the Ride. Here alſo the Battlements of 


the Tower, belonging to the once-famous PRIOR oi 
E ALNwick, are ſeen below to the left, cloſe embowered 


6 


Gateway by which we entered; and now having com- 


over a country moſt beautifully diverſified. 


n p "I 
amid the trees. As the Tower is the only ancient part 


no remaining of that once- extenſive building, the reſt 


being a meer modern houſe, it was all that was worth 
diſcloſing to the eye. Soon after we regain the Gothic 


pleated a circuit of ſix or ſeven miles, we return back 
to Alnewick Caſtle, having to the left a charming vie 


I Have now brought my long narrative to a con- 
cluſion, in which be pleaſed to obſerve that ſome things 
are mentioned not as Objects of Attention, but merely 
as Landmarks, the better to diſtinguiſh and divide the 
ſeveral Parts of the Ride; yet moſt of the particulars 
above deſcribed, afford great and ſtriking beauties, | 
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